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,|he gravel eskers of Ireland, and tames of Scotland, run
over the country in the most striking and puzzling way.

It was part of his plan to revisit St. Petersburg to con-
sult with Count von Keyserling as to their joint under-
taking, and particularly to receive from that indefatigable
explorer the latest new data for the geological map of Eussia.
Another object not so prominently put forward, but doubt-
less having its full influence in drawing him once more to
the banks of the Neva, was the presentation of a gold medal
to the Emperor Nicholas, which had been struck in honour
of that sovereign's recent visit to England, and which the
geologist had undertaken to convey to his Majesty. With
these incentives he accordingly turned eastward and up the
Baltic, coasting the Aland Isles and the indented shores of
Finland, landing at every halting-place of the steamer to
make fresh observations regarding the rocks with their
striae and groovings, and finally getting to St. Petersburg
on the 24th of August.

The only items of general interest which can be gleaned
from the letters and journal of this time refer to the Em-
peror Nicholas. That monarch had recently been plunged
into deep grief by the death of his beloved daughter the
Grand Duchess Alexandrina. But he sent for Murchison, and
talked freely with him on a great variety of topics. The
journal gives us a very characteristic picture at the outset
of this interview. Murchison had driven down into the
country to the Peterhoff Palace, and was waiting in the
antechamber, when he found, standing in one corner, his
friend Sir William Allan, President of the Eoyal Scottish
Academy, with his picture of Peter the Great. " Without
my warm encouragement this excellent and modest manondon a position of
